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Intimacy

FRANCE IN BENJING

French culture is, since long well known in
China. Exhibitions take place in local and na-
tional museums as well as in big and small art
galleries. Alas, this is, to our knowledge, the first
show in Beijing’s Jiu Chang Art District — and
it is West-East Gallery’s second show. Indeed,
it feels appropriate to exhibit a group of artists
from Europe.

To say that the gang of four are particularly Pa-
risien, is neither true nor interesting: when it
comes to the nitty-gritty, they might not even be
particularly French. With today’s international
experiences and exchanges, the language of art
is hardly national but bridges over and between
cultures, nations and individuals. Jean.Robert
Franco’s years in the U.S. might have given
him an American touch, Francoise Anger’s and
Ludovic De Vita’s respective years in China has
certainly had an influence on them, Steven Ber-
nas” background as French-Anglo-Saxon might
have created an ambiance of itself.

And, good people, don’t take my word for it.
Come and see for yourself. Impressions are, af-
ter all, in the mind of the beholder.

Lennart Utterstroem
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Jean-Robert Franco

Photographer / i
http://jrf.actuelart.fr

Nude Portraits / #1414

30 photographs, 110x90 cm

This series of nude-portraits, in Jean-Robert
Franco’s work, belong to a separate universe in-
side a production that deals mainly with child-
hood nostalgia, except that in this series also we
encounter Jean-Robert Franco’s preoccupation
to catch the emotion and the fragility of exis-
tence.

Two requirements for the posing women : to
stand, and to look at the camera. Otherwise,
they remain with themselves, with the image
they hold of themselves, and the image they
wish to offer to others. The visitor will act as if
facing a gallery of statues observing him.

« It is about an exchange of glances, anticipated
during the shooting. The persons | shoot may
think they will be looked at by the visitors ; but
they themselves are looked at by the women...

In those portraits, it is not the photographer’s
way of looking that counts. What | suggest to
the persons photographed is the idea of a face
to face between them and themselves, through
the eyes of other people, and what | am trying
to capture is this double emotion : fear and plea-
sure to expose oneself. » says the artist.

Stripping of the body, of one’s intimate being ;
but also staging oneself.

These photographs are questionning the illu-
sion of the living, the separation, never clear,
between appearance and reality...

Martine Vantses
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Jean-Robert Franco
Nude Portraits / #44% - 30 photographs, 110x90 cm



Francoise Anger

Visual artist / #isg 2 A
http://www.francoiseanger.fr

Caochangdi, 2010 / E173th-2010

5 photographs, 40x60cm

Visual artist, Frangoise Anger lives and works in
Paris. Curious about the new forms of language
and about the chinese world, she went to Beijing
in 2002 and learned chinese language.

She discovered the new way of the life, pure
art, care about the natural element, sensitive
culture... Having lived out of France for 10
years, travels shaped her artistically, this expe-
rience led her to think about yin yang, vital ba-
lance, notions that she uses in her artistic prac-
tice.

Her last installation experimentals an « in
between» with mixed media, the crossing of a
static object (painting) and a dynamic medium
(video) , a space of fiction-reality.
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Francoise Anger
Caochangdi, 2010 / %37 11-2010 - 5 photographs, 40x60cm




Ludovic De Vita

Photo-video performer / {54
http://ludovic-devita.com

Screen face / 5 %= 1 FL

4 photographs, 200x150 cm

The series of photographs made out of captures
on the web called Screen face is the result of a
long work on the deterioration of images, like
the deterioration of our own physical identity on
the web.

Photographer and video artist, Ludovic De Vita
considers the screen and the performances of a
computer as a reality in itself. He shows the digi-
tal reality of images through experimenting the
relations between speed of diffusion, capture,
compression.

Virtual images made of lost reality ; it is the
tragedy of our representation that is at stake,
the tragedy of our position in front of the new
technologies of representation of reality, of our-
selves as desiring, desired, and abandoned body.

Graduated from the Fine Art School, Ludovic
De Vita is participating in various international
artistic events.

In China, as a partner of French and Chinese
institutions, he is curating contemporary art ex-
hibitions. He is teaching Art History at the Qin-
ghua University. He lives and works in Paris and
Beijing.
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Ludovic De Vita
Screen face / F# %21 FL - 4 photographs, 200x150 cm




Steven Bernas

Photo-video artist / #5114
http://steven-bernas.com

Tactile territory / fil 47

30 photographs, 110x90 cm

As an artist and as a teacher in visual arts in a
French university, Steven Bernas makes re-
search on tactile territory of the human body
with photography, videoart and painting.

He has done more than 85 exhibits in the world
and specially at the Rencontres photographiques
of Arles, at the Abbaye of Maubuisson, at the
Mois off of Photography Paris, at the Musée de
I’THomme Paris, at the Biennale of Nancy, at the
Espace Expression in Bar Le Duc, at Stasbourg,
at the Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris, at the
Biennale of Liége.

With numeric arts, | try to communicate my
vision of human bodies that react with light and
movement. | feel with models what light can do
and show off. With gestures bodies occur to be
a world of emotion, shadows and light, as an
aperture of full life of vibrations.

| see the marvellous skin of the model’s body
illuminate my life and the magic part of crea-
tion. | try to seek transparency in this rela-
tionship and | seek for what is behind the visible
part of naked bodies.
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